TEXAS FORENSIC

SCIENCE COMMISSION
Justice Through Science

October 3, 2023

Quality Forensic Toxicology, LLC
Ms. Natalie Alvarez

4726 Shavano Oak, Suite 105

San Antonio, Texas 78249

RE:  Application for Renewal of Texas Forensic Science Commission Accreditation under
Title 37, Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 651.

Dear Ms. Alvarez:

With some exceptions, the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, Article 38.35, requires Texas
Forensic Science Commission (“Commission”) accreditation as a predicate to the admission of the
forensic analysis of physical evidence and expert testimony relating to the evidence in a criminal
case.

As the designee of the Commission’s Presiding Officer, I have considered your application for
renewal of accreditation based on your national accreditation by the American Association of
Laboratory Accreditation (“A2LA”) and grant Commission accreditation to Quality Forensic
Toxicology for the laboratory location and corresponding forensic disciplines, tests and test
methods as designated by A2LA in its Scope of Accreditation issued 08/08/2023 attached with
this letter.! The current term of A2LA accreditation is from 08/08/2023 to 03/31/2025. The current
term of Commission accreditation is from 08/08/2023 to 03/31/2025.

Commission accreditation is contingent upon compliance with Title 37, Texas Administrative
Code, Chapter 651.8(d) Reports to the Commission, including: 1) providing the Commission with
a copy of each annual accreditation review report or assessment document; 2) copies of all
correspondence and each report or communication between the laboratory and the recognized
accrediting body; and 3) notification of the discontinuation or addition of a specific forensic
discipline or category of analysis.

! Please be aware that certain forensic disciplines and categories of testing listed on a crime
laboratory’s Scope of Accreditation may be exempt from Texas accreditation requirements either
by statute or administrative rule. TEX. CoDE CRIM. PRoC. art. 38.35(d)(1). Examples of items that
may appear on an accreditation scope but are exempt by Texas law or administrative rule include:
serial number restoration, latent print examination, collection activities, digital evidence, crime
scene reconstruction, and the portion of an autopsy conducted by a medical examiner or other
forensic pathologist who is a licensed physician. A complete and current list of forensic disciplines
and categories of forensic examinations or tests subject to and exempt from Commission
accreditation rules may be found here.
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The term of Commission accreditation is active until such time that the accreditation from A2LA
is no longer current. Commission accreditation will be automatically rescinded at the same date
and time as A2LA withdraws your laboratory accreditation.

Sincerely,

Leigh M. Tomlin
Accreditation Program Manager



